BELIEVE – 
THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
15.  Release and Responsibility Come With Believing
Scripture:
John 21:1-25
Theme:
The resurrected Jesus offers forgiveness for the past and responsibility for the future.
INTRODUCTION

It would seem that Chapter 20   should be the logical conclusion of John’s gospel.  Jesus has risen from the dead; His disciples are witnesses to His resurrected life; and John clearly states the theme and purpose for writing his gospel in verses 30 and 31.
By including this final chapter, John is stating that believing in Jesus is more than the intellectual exercise of accepting that He is the Jewish Messiah, the Son of God who has given God’s eternal life.  Other factors involved in this belief are:  accepting your own forgiveness; declaring God’s forgiveness of others; and taking hold of your responsibility to nurture other believers.
But, an unanswered question remains:  Will Jesus still trust us after we have failed?  Most of us find it easier to forgive than to forget.  We may be ready to forgive someone who has betrayed or hurt us, but we have a hard time trusting that person ever again.  This is the dilemma of Peter who failed Jesus so miserably.  He promised to give his life if necessary to protect Jesus; instead he denied his Lord a few hours later.  Peter knew Jesus had forgiven him, but would Jesus still trust Him?  Would Jesus still use him to bring glory to God?
The concluding chapter is most fitting to end John’s gospel story.  To believe in Jesus means receiving God’s grace, forgiveness and restoration as ingredients of the eternal life He offers.  In response Jesus asks us “Do you love me, more than anything?”  Will you, with this motivation, give your life to serve Jesus by taking care of His sheep throughout the world?
One commentator put it this way:  “The Gospel of John ends properly, not with the appearance of the risen Lord to His disciples and their belief in Him, but with a confident statement that this mission to the world, undertaken at His command and under His authority, will be passed on by forgiven, recalled, restored and refocused failures.  That is a message the whole world needs to hear.”  

I.  Recalled After Failure
   
John 21:1-9
1. Prior to Jesus’ crucifixion what claims and behavior were made by Peter?  Matt. 16:22; Jn. 13:37; 18:10, 23-27
2. What gestures did the risen Lord make to Peter?  Matt. 27:10; Lu. 23:33-34; I Cor. 15:5
3.
What kind of thoughts and feelings might Peter have had to prompt him to suggest going fishing? 

4.  
What subtle impact does Jesus’ command have on Peter?  Jn. 21:5-9; Lu. 5:1-10  
II.  Refilled After Failure
 
John 21:10-14
1. After bringing their boat and catch to shore, what do the disciples see?  Jn. 21:9-10
· Where did the fish and bread come from?

2. To their astonishment, how many fish did they catch?  Jn. 21:11
· By this miracle, what was Jesus demonstrating to them?  Jn. 15:5

3. When people fail, feel deep guilt. What do they tend to do?  Why was this time with the other disciples important for Peter?  Matt. 16:29
4. As Jesus fed His disciples, what other experiences did it remind them of?  Jn. 6:11-13, 35-37
III.  Restored After Failure
 
  John 21:15-17
1. What question did Jesus ask Peter?    Jn. 21:15
· Why do you suppose Jesus asked that question?
· When Jesus included, “More than these”, what might He have alluded to?
2.
What was the second question He asked Peter?   Jn. 21:16
· Other than the significant people in Peter’s life, what else might be in competition for Peter’s affection?  Jn. 21:3

3. What do you suppose is the significance of Jesus asking the same question a third time?  Jn. 18:25-27; 14:15
· Why is a person’s motive for serving the Lord important to Jesus?  Jn. 13:34-35

4. What command follows each of Jesus questions?  Jn. 21:15-17

· Who are the lambs and sheep?
IV.  Refocused After Failure 
  John 21:18-29
1.  As Jesus walks with Peter, what startling revelation does He give him?   Jn. 21:18-21
· What two statements does Jesus include here that encourage Peter?
2.
What is Peter’s great concern in this passage?    Jn.21:20-21
· How do we often do the same?

3.  Why do you suppose Jesus answers Peter in the manner He does?

· What does every Christian need to recognize about himself when following Jesus?  Lu. 9:23; Gal. 2:20
· What must be the primary focus of every follower of Jesus?  Matt. 6:33

4.  
From this study of Jesus, what all important truth of the Gospel message have you learned?
APPLICATION
1.  
Where have you failed in your life as a committed follower of Jesus?
2. 
What lesson have you learned about God’s truth and grace?
3.  
Who do you know that needs your love and forgiveness because of some hurt, pain, or betrayal that impacted their life?
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